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Background and Methodology

3



Background

In 2020, we carried out our first Lawyer Impact Survey to assess the impact of our support to lawyers 
through our emergency defence and strategic litigation programmes.

Through these programmes, lawyers are offered financial support to cover their legal fees as well as pro 
bono legal support. Our legal support is based on the lawyers' needs and therefore comes in many different 
forms, for instance: legal research, advice on strategy or support with drafting.

In 2022, we conducted the survey for the third year, aiming to compare our results to learn more about the 
lawyers we work with and the support we offer.

This survey helps us improve the level of support we offer to lawyers and, in turn, contribute to enhancing 
freedom of expression globally.
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Methodology

We sent the survey to all lawyers who represented journalists in cases that closed in 2022. The 86 
emergency and strategic cases that closed in 2022 were supported by 42 lawyers. We received a total of 22 
responses, which means that the response rate was 52%. All of the responses were anonymous and many 
were coded.

The survey questions are designed to understand:

ÅIƻǿ ƭŀǿȅŜǊǎ ǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŀƴǘƛǘȅ ƻŦ aŜŘƛŀ 5ŜŦŜƴŎŜΩǎ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
case(s);

Å¢ƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ aŜŘƛŀ 5ŜŦŜƴŎŜΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ ŎŀǎŜ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿȅŜǊǎΩ ŎŀǎŜ 
strategies; and

Å¢ƘŜ ǿƛŘŜǊ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ aŜŘƛŀ 5ŜŦŜƴŎŜΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ƻŦ 
expression in their countries.
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ά{ƛƳǇƭȅΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
case as all the journalists were in jail and their 

ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ŀŦŦƻǊŘ ŀ ƭŀǿȅŜǊΦέ
- Lawyer supported by Media Defence in 2022

LŦ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ 
aŜŘƛŀ 5ŜŦŜƴŎŜΩǎ 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΧ
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The Headline Statistics
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86 

Media Defence supported 
cases closed in 2022

2022
Headline 
Statistics

42
Lawyers contacted

22 

Lawyers responded to 
the survey
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2022 
Headline 
Statistics

100%
of respondents recognised that 
Media Defence added value to their 
case  

91% 95% 
of respondents would recommend our 
legal support
to other lawyers  

of respondents were satisfied or 
extremely satisfied with the quality of 
legal support 
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About the Lawyers
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The Lawyers

77% of the lawyers who responded to our 
survey were male, and 23% were female. In 
2021, 88% of respondents were male.

On average, the lawyers had over 14 years 
of legal practice experience, with seven 
practicing for over 20 years, nine practicing 
for over 10 years, and 6 practicing for under 
10 years. All the lawyers had been 
practicing law for over five years. 
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Regions

In 2022, 21% of closed cases came from 
sub-Saharan Africa, 24% came from the 
Americas, 5% came from Asia-Pacific, 16% 
came from Central Asia and Russia, 27% 
came from Europe and 7% came from the 
MENA region.

We are pleased to have received more 
responses from both the MENA region and 
Central Asia and Russia in 2022, which more 
closely represents the cases we are 
supporting. 
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The Cases
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